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China exempts more tariffs on US
goods before signing trade deal
China recently unveiled a new list of import tariff
exemptions for six chemical and oil products
from the United States. The exemptions will be
for a period of one year starting Dec. 26, and
duties already imposed on U.S. products would
not be refunded. The tariff waivers will apply to
four chemical products, such as metallocene
high-density polyethylene (HDPE) and a special
grade of linear low-density polyethylene
(LLDPE), and refined oil products that include
white oil and food-grade petroleum wax.
READ MORE

BASF inaugurated antioxidants plant
in China

BASF SE recently inaugurated the second phase
of its new, world-scale antioxidants
manufacturing plant at its Caojing site in
Shanghai, China. The second phase comprises
a synthesis plant to produce the antioxidants
Irgafos 168 and Irganox 1076. The units for liquid
antioxidants, form giving, and powder blending
were inaugurated in January 2019 as part of the
plant’s first phase. With the completion of the
second phase, the plant will have an annual
capacity of 42,000 tons, mainly serving
customers in China.

Japan’s Showa Denko to acquire
Hitachi
Japan’s No. 3 diversified chemicals supplier to
acquire rival Hitachi Chemical Co. for 964 billion-
yen ($ 8.8 billion). Tokyo-based Showa Denko
aims to scale up its lithium-ion battery and
advanced materials businesses to keep pace
with Chinese rivals.

Lyondell Basell and Sinopec JV
Dutch petrochemicals firm Lyondell Basell and
Sinopec signed an MoU to form a joint venture to
produce propylene oxide and styrene monomer
in China. The 50-50 JV will construct a new unit
to produce propylene oxide and styrene
monomer in Ningbo, China, to serve the
country's domestic market. The new facility is
expected to produce 300K tons/year of
propylene oxide and 600K tons/year of styrene
monomer.

Japan Partly Removes Restrictions on Photo-resists
Exports to South Korea
Marking a thawing of relations between the Japanese and South
Korean governments, the Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry (METI) has partially removed export restrictions on
photo-resists to South Korea. As a result, Japanese companies
can now obtain a ‘bulk’ license to supply three years’ worth of
photoresists to companies like LG, Samsung, and SK Hynix rather
than seek approval for each shipment. However not all restrictions
have been removed: exports of fluorinated polyimides and high-
purity hydrogen fluoride from Japan to South Korea are still
restricted.

INDUSTRY EVENTS

China International
Exhibition on Surfactant
and Detergent :May 13-
15, 2020, Shanghai,
China

International Food
Ingredients & Additives
Exhibition and
Conference: April 22-24,
2020, Tokyo, Japan
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